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SeekingÊgoodÊforÊourselves,ÊseekingÊgoodÊforÊothers,ÊandÊevenÊseek-
ingÊoutÊtheÊsin,ÊtheÊproblemsÊandÊtheÊcomplica�onsÊinÊourÊownÊlivesÊ
inÊorderÊtoÊremoveÊthemÊisÊallÊpartÊofÊwalkingÊinÊtheÊWay of Jesus. 
 
ThisÊlastÊchapterÊbeginsÊwithÊanÊo�en-quotedÊandÊrarely-understoodÊ
phraseÊaboutÊjudging.ÊEvenÊthoseÊwhoÊdon’tÊreadÊtheirÊBibleÊseemÊtoÊ
knowÊthisÊverseÊ—ÊandÊseemÊtoÊhaveÊanÊopinionÊaboutÊwhatÊitÊmeans! 

 
  
  

a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::--55ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
· MarkÊtheÊwordsÊjudge/judgement/measureÊwithÊaÊblueÊunderline 
· MarkÊtheÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊspeck/logÊwithÊanÊorangeÊunderline 
· MarkÊanÊ“H”ÊoverÊhypocrite.Ê 
 

LivingÊinÊcommunityÊwithÊpeopleÊisÊtricky!ÊPeopleÊhaveÊaÊtendencyÊtoÊ
beÊcomplicated,ÊandÊevenÊmisbehaveÊfromÊ�meÊtoÊ�me.ÊTheÊWay of 
Jesus showsÊusÊhowÊweÊareÊtoÊbehaveÊtowardÊpeopleÊwhoÊmisbehave. 
 

(vv..22)ÊÊWhatÊtwoÊwordsÊseemÊtoÊbeÊusedÊasÊsynonymsÊinÊthisÊverse? 
 
 
 
SliversÊcanÊsome�mesÊbeÊtoughÊtoÊfindÊbecauseÊtheyÊareÊusuallyÊfairlyÊ
�ny.ÊInÊourÊhouse,Êwe’veÊbeenÊknownÊtoÊgetÊoutÊtheÊmagnifyingÊglassÊ
soÊourÊtweezersÊcanÊfindÊthoseÊnastyÊli�leÊs�ckersÊthatÊreallyÊget un-
der our skinÊ(soÊtoÊspeak).ÊIÊimagineÊssppeecckkssÊareÊfairlyÊdifficultÊtoÊlocateÊ
asÊwell,ÊyouÊhaveÊtoÊbeÊreallyÊlookingÊtoÊfindÊthem! 
 

(vv..33)ÊWhatÊsomewhatÊhumorousÊproblemÊdoesÊtheÊpersonÊhaveÊwhoÊ
isÊmakingÊjudgements? 
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(vv..55)ÊWhatÊdidÊJesusÊsayÊshouldÊbeÊtheÊremedy? 
 
 
 
 
 
(vv..11--22)ÊÊÊÊWhatÊreasonÊdidÊJesusÊgiveÊforÊrefrainingÊfromÊjudgingÊothers? 
 
 
 
 
 

JesusÊusedÊtheÊwordÊhypocrite again,ÊwhichÊweÊpreviouslyÊlearnedÊ
meantÊaÊplay actor—someoneÊac�ngÊaÊpartÊthatÊisÊnotÊgenuine.ÊTheÊ
useÊofÊthisÊwordÊhelpsÊusÊrealizeÊthatÊtheÊjudgments we’reÊtoÊrefrainÊ
fromÊcannotÊmeanÊtheÊmereÊdis�nguishingÊfromÊrightÊandÊwrong.ÊItÊ
alsoÊcannotÊmeanÊdiscernmentÊbetweenÊgoodÊandÊbad.ÊIfÊthatÊwereÊ
theÊcase,ÊweÊwouldÊHAVEÊtoÊbeÊplayÊac�ngÊsinceÊweÊwouldÊneedÊtoÊ
pretendÊweÊdidn’tÊno�ceÊsomeoneÊwhoÊwasÊobviouslyÊsinning—weÊ
wouldÊHAVEÊtoÊbeÊaÊhypocrite.Ê 
 
Let’sÊuseÊotherÊScripturesÊtoÊhelpÊusÊunderstandÊmoreÊaboutÊmakingÊaÊ
properÊjudgmentÊorÊhavingÊproperÊdiscernment: 
 

JJoohhnnÊÊ77::2244    
  
  
RRoommaannssÊÊ22::11--33      
ÊÊ  
  
11ÊÊCCoorriinntthhiiaannssÊÊ66::11--33    
  
  
PPhhiilliippppiiaannssÊÊÊÊ11::99--1100    
ÊÊ  
  
JJaammeessÊÊ44::1111--1122  
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WhatÊcommonali�esÊdoÊyouÊfindÊeithÊtoday’sÊversesÊandÊMMaa��hhhheeww
55::77? 
 
  
  
  
WriteÊaÊshortÊsummaryÊaboutÊwhatÊjudgementÊlooksÊlikeÊforÊoneÊfol-
lowingÊtheÊWay of Jesus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::66inÊyourÊjournal. 
 

Yesterday’sÊpassageÊcontainedÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊfrequentlyÊquotedÊ
sentencesÊfromÊtheÊBibleÊandÊtoday’sÊverseÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊstrangest.Ê
It’sÊaÊbitÊstartlingÊtoÊhearÊJesusÊreferÊtoÊpeopleÊasÊdogs andÊpigs.ÊLet’sÊ
tryÊtoÊdiscoverÊwhatÊitÊdoes meanÊbyÊelimina�ngÊehatÊitÊdoesn’t 
mean. 
 
(vv..77)ÊBasedÊonÊwhatÊyouÊmightÊknowÊaboutÊcleanÊandÊuncleanÊanimalsÊ
inÊtheÊJewishÊdiet,ÊwhoÊmightÊbeÊtheÊpeopleÊreferredÊtoÊasÊdogs orÊ
pigs? 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2:  

TheÊcommandÊtoÊjudgeÊnotÊisÊnotÊaÊrequirementÊtoÊbeÊblind,Ê 
butÊratherÊaÊpleaÊtoÊbeÊgenerous.ÊÊÊÊÊ—JohnÊR.ÊW.ÊSto�Ê7ÊÊÊ 
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(vv..77)ÊWhatÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊpearlsÊmightÊbeÊaÊsymbolÊof? 
 
 
 
ReadÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ2288::11--2200ÊandÊsummarizeÊtheÊcommandÊgiven: 
 
 
 
ThisÊcouldÊleadÊsomeÊtoÊthinkÊthatÊallÊevangelismÊisÊgood evangelism,Ê
whereasÊJesus’Êwords here help us understand there comes a �me 
forÊdiscernmentÊtoÊbeÊappliedÊtoÊsharingÊtheÊvaluableÊmessageÊofÊ
hope.ÊEvenÊJesusÊhimselfÊwasÊsilentÊonÊsomeÊoccasions,ÊandÊtoldÊhisÊ
disciplesÊtoÊturnÊandÊsymbolicallyÊshake the dust fromÊtheirÊfeetÊifÊ
metÊwithÊanÊunreasonablyÊhardÊheart.Ê(MMaarrkkÊÊ66::1111) 
 
ReadÊAAccttssÊÊ1188::55--66..ÊÊExplainÊhowÊtheÊApostleÊPaulÊusedÊthisÊprincipleÊ
withÊtheÊJewsÊinÊCorinth: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ReadÊCCoolloossssiiaannssÊÊ44::55--66. Explain how you might put into prac�ce the 
ApostleÊPaul’s exhorta�on in your life: 
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a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::--1111ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
· DoubleÊunderlineÊtheÊphraseÊFather who is in heaven. 
 

OurÊdailyÊinterac�onÊwithÊpeopleÊrequiresÊaÊbigÊdoseÊofÊdiscernment.Ê
ThereÊisÊnoÊbe�erÊplaceÊtoÊreceiveÊwhatÊweÊneedÊthanÊtoÊheadÊ
straightÊtoÊourÊheavenlyÊFather.Ê 
 
TheÊWay of Jesus meansÊthatÊweÊareÊinvitedÊto... 
 

(vv..77)Ê_________ÊÊandÊitÊwillÊbeÊgiven,Ê___________ÊÊandÊyouÊwillÊfindÊ

____________ÊÊandÊitÊwillÊbeÊopenedÊtoÊyou.Ê(vv..88)ÊForÊeveryoneÊwhoÊ

asksÊ____________,ÊtheÊoneÊwhoÊseeksÊ_____________,ÊandÊtoÊtheÊ

oneÊwhoÊknocksÊitÊwillÊbeÊ______________.Ê 

AsÊweÊfollowÊtheÊWay of Jesus weÊfindÊthatÊwe’reÊpresentedÊwithÊ
bothÊanÊinvita�onÊandÊaÊresponsibilityÊtoÊpressÊinÊtoÊGod’sÊbenevo-
lenceÊandÊHisÊresourcesÊforÊeverythingÊweÊneedÊforÊourÊdailyÊlivesÊandÊ
interac�ons.ÊAndÊGodÊwillÊnotÊdisappointÊus! 
 
TheÊWay of JesusÊshouldÊopenÊupÊtheÊpathÊforÊusÊtoÊthinkÊofÊGodÊasÊ
ourÊFather in HeavenÊ—ÊnotÊjustÊourÊcreator,ÊnotÊjustÊaÊhigherÊpower,Ê
notÊjustÊtheÊlaw-giverÊ—ÊbutÊsomeoneÊwithÊwhomÊweÊhaveÊaÊparent/
childÊrela�onshipÊ—ÊsomeoneÊweÊrunÊtoÊforÊadviceÊandÊinsightsÊasÊ
we’reÊnaviga�ngÊtheÊtwistsÊandÊturnsÊofÊourÊrela�onshipsÊandÊourÊ
needs. 
 
FromÊ(vv..99--1111)ÊsummarizeÊtheÊanalogyÊbetweenÊhumanÊparentsÊandÊ
theirÊchildren,ÊandÊGodÊandÊHisÊchildren: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3:  
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(vv..99--1111)ÊÊExplainÊwhyÊJesusÊwasÊcertainÊweÊcouldÊrelyÊonÊourÊFather in 
Heaven toÊprovideÊwhatÊweÊneedÊinÊlife: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the following verses and note addi�onal insights on seeking 
God,ÊwisdomÊandÊdiscernment: 
 
IIÊÊKKiinnggssÊÊ33::99--1122  
  
  
  
  
PPrroovveerrbbssÊÊ2288::55  
  
  
  
  
JJaammeessÊÊ11::55  
 
 
 
ListÊthreeÊrequestsÊthatÊyouÊcanÊbeÊsureÊGodÊwillÊalwaysÊanswer: 
 
· Ê 
 
 
· Ê 
 
· Ê 
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a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::11--1144ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
· MarkÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊyouÊfindÊinÊorangeÊ(narrow/wide, etc.)Ê. 
 
Today’sÊpassageÊbeginsÊwithÊanotherÊwell-knownÊverse.ÊWeÊo�enÊcallÊ
itÊtheÊGGoollddeenn  RRuullee.ÊThereÊareÊmanyÊvaria�onsÊofÊtheÊGoldenÊRuleÊ—Ê
evenÊConfuciusÊisÊcreditedÊwithÊhavingÊsaid,Ê“Do not do to others 
what you would not wish done to yourself.”  ButÊJesusÊputÊthisÊruleÊ
intoÊaÊposi�veÊtone.ÊÊWhyÊisÊthatÊsignificant?ÊBecauseÊitÊbecomesÊÊÊ
ac�veÊ—Êproac�ve! 
 
IfÊIÊsaidÊdon’t do harm to anyone today,ÊitÊmightÊbeÊfairlyÊeasyÊforÊyouÊ
toÊkeepÊtoÊyourselfÊandÊjustÊdoÊnothing.Ê(A�erall,ÊweÊknowÊhowÊtoÊ
quaran�neÊtheseÊdays.)ÊBut,ÊifÊIÊsaidÊdo good to someone today,ÊyouÊ
wouldÊhaveÊtoÊproac�velyÊliveÊinÊsuchÊaÊwayÊasÊtoÊblessÊsomeoneÊelse.Ê 
 
IÊthinkÊthisÊisÊtheÊheartÊofÊthatÊcommandÊ—ÊwalkÊinÊtheÊWay of JesusÊ
andÊleaveÊaÊblessingÊbehindÊyou! 
 
(vv..1122)ÊDoÊyouÊhaveÊaÊrela�onshipÊthat’sÊstrainedÊorÊbroken?ÊHowÊcanÊ
youÊapplyÊthisÊsimpleÊdirec�veÊthisÊweekÊtoÊbeginÊaÊÊrepair?ÊÊ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(vv..1133--1144)ÊListÊallÊofÊtheÊoppositesÊorÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊthatÊyouÊseeÊinÊ
theseÊtwoÊverses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4:  
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TheseÊsentencesÊfocusÊonÊentering.ÊIfÊyouÊdiagramedÊtheÊfirstÊsen-
tenceÊofÊvv..1133ÊÊitÊwouldÊsimplyÊsayÊYYOOUU  EENNTTEERR..  TheÊmessageÊisÊthatÊ
everyone,ÊasÊtheyÊtravelÊthroughÊlife,ÊwillÊmakeÊdecisionsÊaboutÊ
whichÊpathÊtheyÊchooseÊtoÊenterÊthrough.Ê 
 

· InÊwhatÊsenseÊisÊtheÊgateÊofÊChris�anityÊnarrowÊandÊtheÊroadÊ
hard? 

 
 
 
 
· InÊwhatÊwaysÊisÊtheÊworld’sÊgateÊwideÊandÊtheÊpathÊeasy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ReadÊJJoosshhuuaaÊÊ2244::1144--1155..ÊÊThisÊisÊpartÊofÊaÊspeechÊJoshuaÊmadeÊtoÊIsraelÊ
aboutÊtheÊchoiceÊsetÊbeforeÊthemÊasÊtheyÊenteredÊtheÊlandÊGodÊ
promisedÊtoÊthem.ÊInÊwhatÊwaysÊwereÊtheirÊchoicesÊatÊthatÊ�meÊsimi-
larÊtoÊyourÊchoicesÊtoday? 
 
 
 
 

““SSeeee,,ÊÊIIÊÊhhaavveeÊÊsseettÊÊbbeeffoorreeÊÊyyoouuÊÊttooddaayyÊÊlliiffeeÊÊaannddÊÊggoooodd,,ÊÊddeeaatthhÊÊaannddÊÊeevviill..ÊÊ  
IIffÊÊyyoouuÊÊoobbeeyyÊÊtthheeÊÊccoommmmaannddmmeennttssÊÊooffÊÊtthheeÊÊLLoorrddÊÊyyoouurrÊÊggooddÊÊtthhaattÊÊIIÊÊ  

ccoommmmaannddÊÊyyoouuÊÊttooddaayy,,ÊÊbbyyÊÊlloovviinnggÊÊtthheeÊÊLLoorrddÊÊyyoouurrÊÊggoodd,,ÊÊ  
bbyyÊÊwwaallkkiinnggÊÊiinnÊÊhhiissÊÊwwaayyss,,ÊÊaannddÊÊbbyyÊÊkkeeeeppiinnggÊÊhhiissÊÊccoommmmaannddmmeennttÊÊ  

aannddÊÊhhiissÊÊssttaattuutteessÊÊaannddÊÊhhiissÊÊrruulleess,,ÊÊtthheennÊÊyyoouuÊÊsshhaallllÊÊlliivveeÊÊaannddÊÊmmuull��ppppllyy,,  
aannddÊÊtthheeÊÊLLoorrddÊÊyyoouurrÊÊGGooddÊÊwwiillllÊÊbblleessssÊÊyyoouuÊÊiinnÊÊtthheeÊÊllaannddÊÊtthhaattÊÊ  

yyoouuÊÊaarreeÊÊeenntteerriinnggÊÊttooÊÊttaakkeeÊÊppoosssseessssiioonnÊÊooffÊÊiitt..””  
DDeeuutteerroonnoommyyÊÊ3300::1155--1166  
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Questions for Thought & Discussion 
 
 

1. ShareÊanÊevery-dayÊexampleÊofÊoneÊprofitableÊjudgement,ÊandÊ
oneÊhypocri�calÊjudgment: 

2. InÊwhatÊwaysÊcouldÊthrowing our pearls before swine actuallyÊ
damageÊourÊownÊfaith? 

3. VV..77ÊÊsaysÊ“AAsskk  aanndd  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  yyoouu.”ÊIsÊthatÊaÊuniversalÊprom-
ise?ÊWhyÊorÊwhyÊnot?ÊExplainÊusingÊatÊleastÊoneÊotherÊScripture.Ê 

4. HaveÊyouÊhadÊanÊanswerÊtoÊprayerÊa�erÊaÊlongÊseasonÊofÊasking,Ê
seeking,Êknocking?ÊExplain: 

5. ThinkÊofÊaÊ�meÊyouÊhaveÊbeenÊtheÊrreecciippiieennttÊÊofÊtheÊrule of love andÊ
shareÊwithÊyourÊdiscussionÊgroupÊhowÊitÊimpactedÊyou. 

6. We’veÊallÊheardÊvaria�onsÊofÊtheÊstatementÊ‘there are many ways 
to God’.ÊÊWhyÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊpeopleÊbristleÊatÊtheÊideaÊofÊthereÊÊÊ
beingÊonlyÊoneÊgateÊtoÊlifeÊthatÊisÊrela�velyÊnarrowÊandÊhardÊandÊ
fewÊfindÊit? 

 


