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LifeÊisÊfullÊofÊdecisions.ÊRememberÊtheÊ35,000ÊchoicesÊweÊmakeÊeachÊ
day?ÊWell,ÊitÊseemsÊthatÊJesusÊwrappedÊupÊhisÊsermonÊhighligh�ngÊ
theÊimportanceÊofÊthoseÊdecisionsÊandÊtheÊroleÊthatÊspiritualÊwisdomÊ
playsÊÊinÊfollowingÊChrist.Ê 
 
ItÊbeganÊwithÊtheÊchoiceÊbetweenÊtheÊbroad road andÊtheÊnarrow 
road.ÊNow,ÊinÊtheseÊfinalÊdaysÊofÊstudyÊwe’llÊconsiderÊmoreÊchoices:Ê 
· WhetherÊtoÊbeÊinfluencedÊbyÊtrue teachersÊorÊfalse;Ê 
· DiscerningÊbetweenÊgood fruitÊorÊbad;Ê 
· BecomingÊaÊtalker only orÊoneÊwhoÊdoes the works ofÊGod;Ê 
· BuildingÊyourÊfounda�onÊonÊtheÊsolid rock orÊonÊshifting sand! 

 
 
 

a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::11--2200ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
· MarkÊeveryÊoccurrenceÊofÊfruit, good fruit, bad fruitÊinÊred. 
 

FalseÊprophetsÊandÊdisingenuousÊpeopleÊareÊnothingÊnew.ÊThey’veÊ
beenÊamongÊusÊsinceÊJesus’ÊdayÊandÊevenÊlongÊbefore.ÊTheyÊwillÊcon-
�nueÊtoÊbeÊaroundÊun�lÊJesusÊreturns.ÊSo,ÊweÊshouldÊunderstandÊhowÊ
toÊrecognizeÊthemÊinÊorderÊtoÊavoidÊtheirÊinfluence. 
 
(vv..1155)ÊExplainÊhowÊitÊisÊthatÊfalseÊteachers/prophetsÊcanÊpresentÊ
themselvesÊsoÊdecep�vely: 
 
 
(vv..1166)ÊHowÊareÊweÊtoÊrecognizeÊaÊfalseÊteacherÊorÊprophet? 
 
 
 
 
(vv..1177--1188)ÊHowÊcanÊtheÊqualityÊofÊfruitÊgiveÊusÊinsightÊintoÊtheÊhealthÊofÊÊÊÊ
aÊtree? 
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It’sÊinteres�ngÊthatÊthisÊwarningÊaboutÊfalseÊteachersÊfollowsÊcloselyÊ
behindÊtheÊchoicesÊinÊgatesÊ(narrowÊorÊwide).ÊÊAÊgoodÊteacherÊshouldÊ
pointÊusÊtoÊtheÊnarrowÊgate,Êright?Ê 
· HaveÊyouÊeverÊfoundÊyourselfÊcap�vatedÊbyÊaÊministry/teachingÊ

thatÊseemedÊcompelling,ÊbutÊyouÊrealizedÊitÊwasÊactuallyÊaÊfalseÊ
teacherÊpromo�ngÊtheÊwide gate?ÊExplain.Ê 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Obviously,ÊweÊneedÊtoÊuseÊjudgment toÊdetermineÊwhetherÊtheÊfruitÊ
ofÊaÊprophet/teacherÊisÊgoodÊorÊbad.Ê 
 
(vv..1166--2200)ÊÊHowÊwouldÊyouÊexplainÊinÊyourÊownÊwordsÊtheÊproperÊuseÊ
ofÊjudgmentÊ(discernment)ÊinÊthisÊma�erÊcomparedÊtoÊwhatÊweÊpre-
viouslyÊstudiedÊinÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::22--2233ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
· MarkÊtheÊwordsÊsaysÊandÊdoesÊwithÊaÊbox. 
 

EachÊdayÊweÊchooseÊwhetherÊweÊwillÊmerelyÊssaayyÊweÊareÊaÊChris�anÊ
andÊleanÊonÊallÊtheÊchurchyÊthingsÊweÊdoÊtoÊreinforceÊthatÊidea;ÊorÊ
whetherÊweÊwillÊactuallyÊddooÊÊtthheeÊÊwwiillllÊÊooffÊÊGGoodd..ÊÊDoingÊgoodÊthings,Êposi-
�veÊthings,ÊChris�anÊthingsÊisn’tÊbadÊorÊempty;ÊbutÊJesusÊmadeÊtheÊ
dis�nc�onÊhereÊbetweenÊmerelyÊddooiinnggÊÊChris�anÊthingsÊandÊddooiinnggÊÊtheÊ
willÊofÊGod.Ê 
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(vv..2211)ÊNoteÊtheÊcontrastÊinÊJesus’Êdescrip�onÊasÊHeÊseparatesÊpeopleÊ
intoÊtwoÊcategories: 

· FirstÊcategoryÊ—Êssaayyss  ttoo  mmee,,  ‘‘LLoorrdd,,  LLoorrdd’’ 
· SecondÊcategoryÊ——  ddooeess  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  mmyy  FFaatthheerr 

 
(vv..2222)ÊCircleÊtheÊwordÊthatÊdescribesÊtheÊamountÊofÊpeopleÊinÊtheÊfirstÊ
categoryÊandÊwriteÊitÊhere:Ê___________. 
 
(vv..2222)ÊDuringÊtheirÊlife�me,ÊhowÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊtheseÊnormalÊchurch-
goersÊfeltÊaboutÊtheirÊac�vi�esÊ(doneÊonÊGod’sÊbehalf)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· WhatÊareÊsomeÊmodernÊac�vi�esÊthatÊcouldÊbeÊsubs�tutedÊforÊtheÊ

phrasesÊ“prophesy and cast out demons”ÊthatÊpeopleÊmightÊen-
gageÊinÊtoÊpleaseÊGodÊfromÊtheÊflesh? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(vv..2233)ÊJesusÊexplainedÊthatÊsomethingÊwasÊclearlyÊmissingÊfromÊtheirÊ
livesÊ—ÊknowingÊGodÊandÊbeingÊknownÊbyÊHim.ÊA�erall,ÊwhatÊcouldÊbeÊ
moreÊterrifyingÊthanÊJesusÊsayingÊdepart from me, I never knew you?Ê 
 
TheÊWay of Jesus isÊaÊway of wisdom.ÊWe’reÊnotÊjustÊbornÊwithÊwis-
dom,ÊweÊneedÊtoÊseekÊitÊalongÊtheÊway,ÊandÊthenÊdoÊsomethingÊwithÊ
it.ÊFromÊtheÊScripturesÊgivenÊbelow,Êiden�fyÊtheÊtwoÊwordsÊthatÊbe-
comeÊveryÊusefulÊinÊourÊChris�anÊlifeÊasÊweÊseekÊtoÊpleaseÊGod: 
 
RRoommaannssÊÊ1100::1177ÊÊ—ÊFaith comes by ________________ the Word 
 
JJaammeess  11::2222  — Be ______________ of the Word 
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ReadÊtheÊfollowingÊpassagesÊandÊnoteÊanythingÊrelevantÊtoÊtrulyÊ
knowingÊGodÊandÊhonoringÊhimÊwithÊyourÊlife,ÊyourÊwords,ÊandÊyourÊ
ac�ons: 
 
JJoohhnnÊÊ1100::2277--3300  
  
  
EEpphheessiiaannssÊÊ33::1177--2211  
  
  
11ÊÊJJoohhnnÊÊ44::1166--1199  
 
Ê 

 
 
 

a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::22--2277ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
 

TheseÊlastÊred-le�erÊwordsÊofÊJesusÊpresentÊourÊfinalÊchallengeÊinÊwis-
domÊ—ÊwillÊweÊbecomeÊlisteners ofÊGodlyÊinstruc�onÊwithoutÊpu�ngÊ
itÊintoÊprac�ce,ÊorÊwillÊweÊapply theÊtruthÊandÊmakeÊitÊourÊfounda�onÊ
forÊlifeÊasÊweÊfollowÊtheÊWay of Jesus! 
 
(vv..2244--2266)ÊIden�fyÊtheÊac�onsÊofÊeachÊpersonÊinÊthisÊparable: 
 

· WiseÊman: 

· FoolishÊman: 

 
· DescribeÊtheÊdifferenceÊinÊ�me/effortÊthereÊmayÊbeÊinÊbuildingÊonÊ

topÊofÊsand,ÊasÊopposedÊtoÊdiggingÊdownÊtoÊrock: 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3:  



68 

 

· DescribeÊtheÊelementsÊofÊnatureÊthatÊcameÊagainstÊeachÊhouse: 
 
 
 
· HowÊdidÊtheÊstormÊrevealÊtheÊtrueÊdifferenceÊinÊconstruc�onÊ

whenÊnormalÊobserva�onÊmadeÊthemÊappearÊveryÊsimilar? 
 
 
 
 
 
· HowÊdoesÊthisÊanalogyÊplayÊoutÊinÊourÊlivesÊwithÊtheÊtypeÊofÊfoun-

da�onsÊweÊhaveÊchosen?Ê(Don’tÊjustÊwriteÊaÊSundayÊSchoolÊsortÊofÊ
answer,ÊbutÊreallyÊconsiderÊwhatÊthisÊmeansÊforÊyourÊlife.ÊInÊwhatÊ
areaÊdoÊyouÊneedÊtoÊtakeÊtheÊ�meÊtoÊdigÊaÊdeeperÊfounda�on?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
  

  
  
  

a RREEAADDÊÊandÊWWRRIITTEEÊÊMMaa��hhhheewwÊÊ77::22--2299ÊÊinÊyourÊjournal. 
 

Well,ÊyouÊhaveÊnowÊofficiallyÊwri�enÊoutÊtheÊen�reÊSSeerrmmoonn  oonn  tthhee  
MMoouunntt  inÊyourÊownÊhand..  AllÊthatÊisÊle�ÊisÊaÊbriefÊa�erwordÊdescribingÊ
howÊpeopleÊreactedÊtoÊallÊtheÊthingsÊJesusÊhadÊtaught.ÊÊ 
· WhatÊwas theirÊresponse? 
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· WhatÊcharacteris�csÊdidÊyouÊno�ceÊinÊthisÊteachingÊthatÊmadeÊÊ
JesusÊseemÊlikeÊsomeoneÊwhoÊhadÊauthority? 

 
 
 
· WhatÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊtheÊresponsesÊofÊtheÊreligiousÊpeopleÊ(the 

scribes)ÊhadÊbeen? 
 
 

 

WeÊcertainlyÊwantÊtoÊbeÊcountedÊamongÊtheÊpeopleÊwhoÊrespectedÊÊÊÊ
Jesus’Êauthority.ÊNoneÊofÊusÊwantsÊtoÊbeÊinÊtheÊsameÊcategoryÊasÊ
merelyÊreligiousÊpeopleÊwhoÊonlyÊpayÊa�en�onÊtoÊtheÊoutwardÊtedi-
ousÊrulesÊandÊdon’tÊunderstandÊtheÊma�ersÊofÊtheÊheart! 
 
TheÊWay of Jesus shouldÊchangeÊusÊandÊmoldÊourÊcharacterÊtoÊresem-
bleÊJesusÊ—ÊtoÊactÊmoreÊlikeÊJesusÊandÊserveÊmoreÊlikeÊJesus.ÊThereÊ
wasÊaÊpopularÊsongÊrecordedÊyearsÊagoÊbyÊtheÊImperials:   

You’re the only Jesus that some will ever see,  
You’re the only words of life, some will ever read  

So let them see in you, the One in whom, is all they’ll ever need! 8 

 
HowÊinspiring!ÊWeÊallÊunderstandÊourÊweaknessesÊandÊsinÊbutÊratherÊ
thanÊallowingÊourselvesÊtoÊbeÊiden�fiedÊbyÊourÊsinfulÊnature—let’sÊrunÊ
dailyÊtoÊtheÊONEÊwhoÊhasÊpowerÊtoÊchangeÊusÊintoÊHISÊlikeness. 
 

JesusÊcalledÊusÊtoÊbeÊlightÊofÊtheÊworld... 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...someoneÊmightÊseeÊGod’sÊlightÊshiningÊthroughÊus. 
JesusÊcalledÊusÊtoÊbeÊsaltÊofÊtheÊearth… 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...someoneÊcouldÊbeÊrescuedÊfromÊtheÊdecayÊofÊtheÊworldÊbyÊus.Ê 
JesusÊcalledÊusÊtoÊbeÊaÊcityÊonÊaÊhill… 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...someoneÊmayÊseeÊGod’sÊgloryÊshineÊthroughÊourÊdeeds. 
JesusÊcalledÊusÊtoÊdoÊuntoÊothersÊasÊweÊwouldÊhaveÊthemÊdoÊuntoÊus! 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...someoneÊmayÊneedÊtheÊso�eningÊofÊourÊgraciousÊresponse 

 
ThankÊyouÊforÊjoiningÊusÊasÊweÊyieldÊourselvesÊmoreÊtoÊwalkÊin 

The Way of Jesus! 
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Questions for Thought & Discussion 
 
 

1. WhyÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊbroadÊgatesÊandÊfalseÊprophetsÊareÊsoÊappeal-
ingÊtoÊpeopleÊtoday? 

2. OnlineÊBibleÊstudiesÊareÊreadilyÊavailableÊinÊtoday’sÊculture.ÊDoÊ
youÊthinkÊmostÊwomenÊtakeÊtheÊ�meÊtoÊinves�gateÊtheÊauthor/
teacherÊtoÊinspectÊtheirÊfruitÊbeforeÊsi�ngÊunderÊtheirÊministry?Ê 

3. HaveÊyouÊcomeÊacrossÊmoreÊfalse teachersÊthatÊseemedÊlikeÊ
wolvesÊorÊmoreÊthatÊseemedÊatÊfirstÊtoÊbeÊlikeÊsheep? 

4. WhyÊisÊitÊsoÊeasyÊforÊChris�ansÊtoÊmistakeÊchurchÊac�vityÊorÊÊÊÊÊ
ministryÊac�vityÊforÊactuallyÊdoingÊtheÊwillÊofÊtheÊFather? 

5. WhatÊtypeÊofÊstormsÊhaveÊyouÊenduredÊinÊyourÊlifeÊthatÊhaveÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
revealedÊareasÊwhereÊyouÊhadÊhas�lyÊbuiltÊuponÊsand?ÊExplainÊtheÊ
wayÊinÊwhichÊGodÊrevealedÊthisÊtoÊyou: 

6. ShareÊoneÊareaÊofÊrenewedÊwisdomÊorÊdiscernmentÊinÊyourÊlifeÊasÊ
aÊresultÊofÊstudyingÊtheseÊchapters. 


