Week Seven — The Way of Seeking

Seeking good for ourselves, seeking good for others, and even seek-
ing out the sin, the problems and the complications in our own lives
in order to remove them is all part of walking in the Way of Jesus.

This last chapter begins with an often-quoted and rarely-understood
phrase about judging. Even those who don’t read their Bible seem to
know this verse — and seem to have an opinion about what it means!

Day 1:

(4 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:1-5 in your journal.

e Mark the words judge/judgement/measure with a blue underline
e Mark the contrasting words speck/log with an orange underline
e Markan “H” over hypocrite.

Living in community with people is tricky! People have a tendency to
be complicated, and even misbehave from time to time. The Way of
Jesus shows us how we are to behave toward people who misbehave.

(v.2) What two words seem to be used as synonyms in this verse?

Slivers can sometimes be tough to find because they are usually fairly
tiny. In our house, we’ve been known to get out the magnifying glass
so our tweezers can find those nasty little stickers that really get un-
der our skin (so to speak). | imagine specks are fairly difficult to locate
as well, you have to be really looking to find them!

(v.3) What somewhat humorous problem does the person have who
is making judgements?
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(v.5) What did Jesus say should be the remedy?

(v.1-2) What reason did Jesus give for refraining from judging others?

Jesus used the word hypocrite again, which we previously learned
meant a play actor—someone acting a part that is not genuine. The
use of this word helps us realize that the judgments we’re to refrain
from cannot mean the mere distinguishing from right and wrong. It
also cannot mean discernment between good and bad. If that were
the case, we would HAVE to be play acting since we would need to
pretend we didn’t notice someone who was obviously sinning—we
would HAVE to be a hypocrite.

Let’s use other Scriptures to help us understand more about making a
proper judgment or having proper discernment:

John 7:24

Romans 2:1-3

1 Corinthians 6:1-3

Philippians 1:9-10

James 4:11-12
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What commonalities do you find with today’s verses and Matthew
5:7?

Write a short summary about what judgement looks like for one fol-
lowing the Way of Jesus:

The command to judge not is not a requirement to be blind,
but rather a plea to be generous. —John R. W. Stott ’

Day 2:

(3 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:6 in your journal.

Yesterday’s passage contained one of the most frequently quoted
sentences from the Bible and today’s verse is one of the strangest.
It’s a bit startling to hear Jesus refer to people as dogs and pigs. Let’s
try to discover what it does mean by eliminating what it doesn’t
mean.

(v.7) Based on what you might know about clean and unclean animals
in the Jewish diet, who might be the people referred to as dogs or

pigs?
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(v.7) What do you think pearls might be a symbol of?

Read Matthew 28:19-20 and summarize the command given:

This could lead some to think that all evangelism is good evangelism,
whereas Jesus’ words here help us understand there comes a time
for discernment to be applied to sharing the valuable message of
hope. Even Jesus himself was silent on some occasions, and told his
disciples to turn and symbolically shake the dust from their feet if
met with an unreasonably hard heart. (Mark 6:11)

Read Acts 18:5-6. Explain how the Apostle Paul used this principle
with the Jews in Corinth:

Read Colossians 4:5-6. Explain how you might put into practice the
Apostle Paul’s exhortation in your life:
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Day 3:

4 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:7-11 in your journal.
e Double underline the phrase Father who is in heaven.

Our daily interaction with people requires a big dose of discernment.
There is no better place to receive what we need than to head
straight to our heavenly Father.

The Way of Jesus means that we are invited to...

(v.7) and it will be given, and you will find

and it will be opened to you. (v.8) For everyone who

asks , the one who seeks , and to the

one who knocks it will be

As we follow the Way of Jesus we find that we’re presented with
both an invitation and a responsibility to press in to God’s benevo-
lence and His resources for everything we need for our daily lives and
interactions. And God will not disappoint us!

The Way of Jesus should open up the path for us to think of God as
our Father in Heaven — not just our creator, not just a higher power,
not just the law-giver — but someone with whom we have a parent/
child relationship — someone we run to for advice and insights as
we’re navigating the twists and turns of our relationships and our
needs.

From (v.9-11) summarize the analogy between human parents and
their children, and God and His children:
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(v.9-11) Explain why Jesus was certain we could rely on our Father in
Heaven to provide what we need in life:

Read the following verses and note additional insights on seeking
God, wisdom and discernment:

| Kings 3:9-12

Proverbs 28:5

James 1:5

List three requests that you can be sure God will always answer:
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Day 4:

(4 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:12-14 in your journal.
e Mark contrasting words you find in orange (narrow/wide, etc.) .

Today’s passage begins with another well-known verse. We often call
it the Golden Rule. There are many variations of the Golden Rule —
even Confucius is credited with having said, “Do not do to others
what you would not wish done to yourself.” But Jesus put this rule
into a positive tone. Why is that significant? Because it becomes
active — proactive!

If | said don’t do harm to anyone today, it might be fairly easy for you
to keep to yourself and just do nothing. (Afterall, we know how to
quarantine these days.) But, if | said do good to someone today, you
would have to proactively live in such a way as to bless someone else.

| think this is the heart of that command — walk in the Way of Jesus
and leave a blessing behind you!

(v.12) Do you have a relationship that’s strained or broken? How can
you apply this simple directive this week to begin a repair?

(v.13-14) List all of the opposites or contrasting words that you see in
these two verses:
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These sentences focus on entering. If you diagramed the first sen-
tence of v.13 it would simply say YOU ENTER. The message is that
everyone, as they travel through life, will make decisions about
which path they choose to enter through.

e In what sense is the gate of Christianity narrow and the road
hard?

e In what ways is the world’s gate wide and the path easy?

Read Joshua 24:14-15. This is part of a speech Joshua made to Israel
about the choice set before them as they entered the land God
promised to them. In what ways were their choices at that time simi-
lar to your choices today?

“See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil.

If you obey the commandments of the Lord your god that |

command you today, by loving the Lord your god,

by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandment

and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply,
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to take possession of it.”
Deuteronomy 30:15-16
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Notes from Teaching on Week 7 —
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Questions for Thought & Discussion

Share an every-day example of one profitable judgement, and
one hypocritical judgment:

In what ways could throwing our pearls before swine actually
damage our own faith?

V.7 says “Ask and it will be given to you.” |s that a universal prom-
ise? Why or why not? Explain using at least one other Scripture.

Have you had an answer to prayer after a long season of asking,
seeking, knocking? Explain:

Think of a time you have been the recipient of the rule of love and
share with your discussion group how it impacted you.

We've all heard variations of the statement ‘there are many ways
to God’. Why do you think people bristle at the idea of there
being only one gate to life that is relatively narrow and hard and
few find it?
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