Week Eight — The Way of Wisdom

Life is full of decisions. Remember the 35,000 choices we make each
day? Well, it seems that Jesus wrapped up his sermon highlighting
the importance of those decisions and the role that spiritual wisdom
plays in following Christ.

It began with the choice between the broad road and the narrow
road. Now, in these final days of study we’ll consider more choices:
e Whether to be influenced by true teachers or false;

e Discerning between good fruit or bad,

e Becoming a talker only or one who does the works of God;

e Building your foundation on the solid rock or on shifting sand!

Day 1:
(3 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:15-20 in your journal.
e Mark every occurrence of fruit, good fruit, bad fruit in red.

False prophets and disingenuous people are nothing new. They’ve
been among us since Jesus’ day and even long before. They will con-
tinue to be around until Jesus returns. So, we should understand how
to recognize them in order to avoid their influence.

(v.15) Explain how it is that false teachers/prophets can present
themselves so deceptively:

(v.16) How are we to recognize a false teacher or prophet?

(v.17-18) How can the quality of fruit give us insight into the health of
atree?
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It’s interesting that this warning about false teachers follows closely

behind the choices in gates (narrow or wide). A good teacher should

point us to the narrow gate, right?

e Have you ever found yourself captivated by a ministry/teaching
that seemed compelling, but you realized it was actually a false
teacher promoting the wide gate? Explain.

Obviously, we need to use judgment to determine whether the fruit
of a prophet/teacher is good or bad.

(v.16-20) How would you explain in your own words the proper use
of judgment (discernment) in this matter compared to what we pre-
viously studied in Matthew 7:17?

Day 2:

(4 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:21-23 in your journal.
e Mark the words says and does with a box.

Each day we choose whether we will merely say we are a Christian
and lean on all the churchy things we do to reinforce that idea; or
whether we will actually do the will of God. Doing good things, posi-
tive things, Christian things isn’t bad or empty; but Jesus made the
distinction here between merely doing Christian things and doing the

will of God.
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(v.21) Note the contrast in Jesus’ description as He separates people

into two categories:
e First category — says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’
e Second category — does the will of my Father

(v.22) Circle the word that describes the amount of people in the first
category and write it here:

(v.22) During their lifetime, how do you think these normal church-
goers felt about their activities (done on God’s behalf)?

¢ What are some modern activities that could be substituted for the
phrases “prophesy and cast out demons” that people might en-
gage in to please God from the flesh?

(v.23) Jesus explained that something was clearly missing from their
lives — knowing God and being known by Him. Afterall, what could be
more terrifying than Jesus saying depart from me, | never knew you?

The Way of Jesus is a way of wisdom. We're not just born with wis-

dom, we need to seek it along the way, and then do something with
it. From the Scriptures given below, identify the two words that be-
come very useful in our Christian life as we seek to please God:

Romans 10:17 — Faith comes by the Word

James 1:22 — Be of the Word
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Read the following passages and note anything relevant to truly
knowing God and honoring him with your life, your words, and your
actions:

John 10:27-30
Ephesians 3:17-21

1John 4:16-19

Day 3:
(3 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:24-27 in your journal.

These last red-letter words of Jesus present our final challenge in wis-
dom — will we become listeners of Godly instruction without putting
it into practice, or will we apply the truth and make it our foundation
for life as we follow the Way of Jesus!

(v.24-26) Identify the actions of each person in this parable:

e Wise man:

e Foolish man:

e Describe the difference in time/effort there may be in building on
top of sand, as opposed to digging down to rock:
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e Describe the elements of nature that came against each house:

e How did the storm reveal the true difference in construction
when normal observation made them appear very similar?

o How does this analogy play out in our lives with the type of foun-
dations we have chosen? (Don’t just write a Sunday School sort of
answer, but really consider what this means for your life. In what
area do you need to take the time to dig a deeper foundation?)

Day 4:
4 READ and WRITE Matthew 7:28-29 in your journal.

Well, you have now officially written out the entire Sermon on the
Mount in your own hand. All that is left is a brief afterword describing
how people reacted to all the things Jesus had taught.

e What was their response?
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e What characteristics did you notice in this teaching that made
Jesus seem like someone who had authority?

e What do you think the responses of the religious people (the
scribes) had been?

We certainly want to be counted among the people who respected
Jesus’ authority. None of us wants to be in the same category as
merely religious people who only pay attention to the outward tedi-
ous rules and don’t understand the matters of the heart!

The Way of Jesus should change us and mold our character to resem-
ble Jesus — to act more like Jesus and serve more like Jesus. There
was a popular song recorded years ago by the Imperials:
You’re the only Jesus that some will ever see,
You’re the only words of life, some will ever read
So let them see in you, the One in whom, is all they’ll ever need! 8

How inspiring! We all understand our weaknesses and sin but rather
than allowing ourselves to be identified by our sinful nature—let’s run
daily to the ONE who has power to change us into HIS likeness.

Jesus called us to be light of the world...
...someone might see God’s light shining through us.
Jesus called us to be salt of the earth...
...someone could be rescued from the decay of the world by us.
Jesus called us to be a city on a hill...
...someone may see God’s glory shine through our deeds.
Jesus called us to do unto others as we would have them do unto us!
...someone may need the softening of our gracious response

Thank you for joining us as we yield ourselves more to walk in
The Way of Jesus!
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Notes from Teaching on Week 8 —
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Questions for Thought & Discussion

Why do you think broad gates and false prophets are so appeal-
ing to people today?

Online Bible studies are readily available in today’s culture. Do
you think most women take the time to investigate the author/
teacher to inspect their fruit before sitting under their ministry?

Have you come across more false teachers that seemed like
wolves or more that seemed at first to be like sheep?

Why is it so easy for Christians to mistake church activity or
ministry activity for actually doing the will of the Father?

What type of storms have you endured in your life that have
revealed areas where you had hastily built upon sand? Explain the
way in which God revealed this to you:

Share one area of renewed wisdom or discernment in your life as
a result of studying these chapters.
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