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Seeking good for ourselves, seeking good for others, and even seek-
ingÊoutÊtheÊsin,ÊtheÊproblemsÊandÊtheÊcomplica�onsÊinÊourÊownÊlivesÊ
inÊorderÊtoÊremoveÊthemÊisÊallÊpartÊofÊwalkingÊinÊtheÊWay of Jesus. 
 
ThisÊlastÊchapterÊbeginsÊwithÊanÊo�en-quoted and rarely-understood 
phrase about judging.ÊEvenÊthoseÊwhoÊdon’t read their Bible seem to 
knowÊthisÊverseÊ— andÊseemÊtoÊhaveÊanÊopinionÊaboutÊwhatÊitÊmeans! 

 
  
  

a RREEAADD  and WWRRIITTEE  MMaa��hheeww  ÊÊ77::--55  in your journal. 
· MarkÊtheÊwordsÊjudge/judgement/measure withÊaÊblueÊunderline 
· MarkÊtheÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊspeck/log withÊanÊorangeÊunderline 
· Mark an “H” over hypocrite.  
 

LivingÊinÊcommunityÊwithÊpeopleÊisÊtricky!ÊPeopleÊhaveÊaÊtendencyÊtoÊ
beÊcomplicated,ÊandÊevenÊmisbehaveÊfromÊ�meÊtoÊ�me.ÊTheÊWay of 
Jesus showsÊusÊhowÊweÊareÊtoÊbehaveÊtowardÊpeopleÊwhoÊmisbehave. 
 

(vv..22)  WhatÊtwoÊwordsÊseemÊtoÊbeÊusedÊasÊsynonymsÊinÊthisÊverse? 
 
 
 
SliversÊcanÊsome�mesÊbeÊtoughÊtoÊfindÊbecauseÊtheyÊareÊusuallyÊfairlyÊ
�ny.ÊInÊourÊhouse,Êwe’veÊbeenÊknownÊtoÊgetÊoutÊtheÊmagnifyingÊglassÊ
soÊourÊtweezersÊcanÊfindÊthoseÊnastyÊli�leÊs�ckersÊthatÊreallyÊget un-
der our skin (so to speak). I imagine ssppeecckkss areÊfairlyÊdifficultÊtoÊlocateÊ
asÊwell,ÊyouÊhaveÊtoÊbeÊreallyÊlookingÊtoÊfindÊthem! 
 

(vv..33)ÊWhatÊsomewhatÊhumorousÊproblemÊdoesÊtheÊpersonÊhaveÊwhoÊ
isÊmakingÊjudgements? 
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(vv..55) What did Jesus say should be the remedy? 
 
 
 
 
 
(vv..11--22)    What reason did Jesus give for refraining from judging others? 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus used the word hypocrite again, which we previously learned 
meant a play actor—someoneÊac�ngÊaÊpartÊthatÊisÊnotÊgenuine.ÊTheÊ
use of this word helps us realize that the judgments we’re to refrain 
fromÊcannotÊmeanÊtheÊmereÊdis�nguishingÊfromÊrightÊandÊwrong.ÊItÊ
alsoÊcannotÊmeanÊdiscernmentÊbetweenÊgoodÊandÊbad.ÊIfÊthatÊwereÊ
theÊcase,ÊweÊwouldÊHAVEÊtoÊbeÊplayÊac�ngÊsinceÊweÊwouldÊneedÊtoÊ
pretend we didn’tÊno�ceÊsomeoneÊwhoÊwasÊobviouslyÊsinning—we 
would HAVE to be a hypocrite.  
 
Let’s use other Scriptures to help us understand more about making a 
proper judgment or having proper discernment: 
 

JJoohhnn  77::2244    
  
  
RRoommaannss  22::11--33      
    
  
11  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  66::11--33    
  
  
PPhhiilliippppiiaannss    11::99--1100    
    
  
JJaammeess  44::1111--1122  
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WhatÊcommonali�esÊdoÊyouÊfindÊeithÊtoday’sÊversesÊandÊMMaa��hheeee  
55::77? 
 
  
  
  
WriteÊaÊshortÊsummaryÊaboutÊehatÊjudgementÊlooksÊlikeÊforÊoneÊfol-
loeingÊtheÊWay of Jesus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

a RREEAADD  andÊWWRRIITTEE  MMaa��hheeee  77::::  inÊyourÊjournal. 
 

Yesterday’sÊpassageÊcontainedÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊfrequentlyÊquotedÊ
sentencesÊfromÊtheÊBibleÊandÊtoday’sÊverseÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊstrangest.Ê
It’sÊaÊbitÊstartlingÊtoÊhearÊJesusÊreferÊtoÊpeopleÊasÊdogs andÊpigs.ÊLet’sÊ
tryÊtoÊdiscoverÊehatÊitÊdoes meanÊbyÊelimina�ngÊehatÊitÊdoesn’t 
mean. 
 
(vv..77)ÊBasedÊonÊehatÊyouÊmightÊknoeÊaboutÊcleanÊandÊuncleanÊanimalsÊ
inÊtheÊJeeishÊdiet,ÊehoÊmightÊbeÊtheÊpeopleÊreferredÊtoÊasÊdogs orÊ
pigs? 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2:  

TheÊcommandÊtoÊjudgeÊnotÊisÊnotÊaÊrequirementÊtoÊbeÊblind,Ê 
butÊratherÊaÊpleaÊtoÊbeÊgenerous.ÊÊÊÊÊ—JohnÊR.ÊW.ÊSto�Ê7    
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(vv..77) What do you think pearls might be a symbol of? 
 
 
 
Read MMaa��hheeee  ÊÊ2288::11--ÊÊ00 and summarize the command given8 
 
 
 
This could lead some to think that all evangelism is good evangelism, 
ehereas Jesus’ words here help us understand there comes a �me 
for discernment to be applied to sharing the valuable message of 
hope. Even Jesus himself eas silent on some occasions, and told his 
disciples to turn and symbolically shake the dust from their feet if 
met eith an unreasonably hard heart. (MMaarrkk  6688::::) 
 
Read AAccttss  ::228855--66..  Explain hoe the Apostle Paul used this principle 
eith the Jees in Corinth8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read CCoolloossssiiaannss  448855--66. Explain how you might put into prac�ce the 
Apostle Paul’s exhorta�on in your life: 
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a RREEAADD  and WWRRIITTEE  MMaa��hhhhee  ÊÊ77ÊÊ--1111  in your journal. 
· Doublh undhrlinh thh phrash Father who is in heaven. 
 

OurÊdailyÊinterac�onÊwithÊpeopleÊrequiresÊaÊbigÊdoseÊofÊdiscernment.Ê
ThereÊisÊnoÊbe�erÊplaceÊtoÊreceiveÊwhatÊweÊneedÊthanÊtoÊheadÊ
straightÊtoÊourÊheavenlyÊFather.Ê 
 
Thh Way of Jesus meansÊthatÊweÊareÊinvitedÊto... 
 

(vv..ÊÊ)Ê_________ÊÊandÊitÊwillÊbeÊgiven,Ê___________ÊÊandÊyouÊwillÊfindÊ

____________  and it eill bh ophnhd to you. (vv..88)ÊForÊeveryoneÊwhoÊ

asksÊ____________,ÊtheÊoneÊwhoÊseeksÊ_____________,ÊandÊtoÊtheÊ

onh eho knocks it eill bh ______________.  

AsÊweÊfollowÊtheÊWay of Jesus weÊfindÊthatÊwe’rh prhshnthd eith 
bothÊanÊinvita�onÊandÊaÊresponsibilityÊtoÊpressÊinÊtoÊGod’sÊbenevo-
lenceÊandÊHisÊresourcesÊforÊeverythingÊweÊneedÊforÊourÊdailyÊlivesÊandÊ
interac�ons.ÊAndÊGodÊwillÊnotÊdisappointÊus! 
 
Thh Way of Jesus shouldÊopenÊupÊtheÊpathÊforÊusÊtoÊthinkÊofÊGodÊasÊ
our Father in Heaven — notÊjustÊourÊcreator,ÊnotÊjustÊaÊhigherÊpower,Ê
not just thh lae-giverÊ— butÊsomeoneÊwithÊwhomÊweÊhaveÊaÊparent/
childÊrela�onshipÊ— someoneÊweÊrunÊtoÊforÊadviceÊandÊinsightsÊasÊ
eh’reÊnaviga�ngÊtheÊtwistsÊandÊturnsÊofÊourÊrela�onshipsÊandÊourÊ
nhhds. 
 
FromÊ(vv..99--1111)ÊsummarizeÊtheÊanalogyÊbetweenÊhumanÊparentsÊandÊ
theirÊchildren,ÊandÊGodÊandÊHisÊchildren: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3:  
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(vv..99--1111)  Explain why Jesus was certain we could rely on our Father in 
Heaven to provide what we need in life: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the following verses and note addi�onal insights on seeking 
God, wisdom and discernment: 
 
II  KKiinnggss  33::99--1122  
  
  
  
  
PPrroovveerrbbss  2288::55  
  
  
  
  
JJaammeess  11::55  
 
 
 
List three requests that you can be sure God will always answer: 
 
·   
 
 
·   
 
·   
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a RREEAADD  and WWRRIITTEE  MMaa��hhhhee  ÊÊ77::11--::44  in your journal. 
· MarkÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊyouÊfindÊinÊorangeÊ(narrow/wide, etc.) . 
 
Today’sÊpassageÊbeginsÊwithÊanotherÊwell-knownÊverse.ÊWeÊo�enÊcallÊ
it thh GGoollddeenn  RRuullee.ÊThereÊareÊmanyÊvaria�onsÊofÊtheÊGoldenÊRuleÊ— 
evenÊConfuciusÊisÊcreditedÊwithÊhavingÊsaid,Ê“Do not do to others 
what you would not wish done to yourself.”  But Jhsus put this rulh 
intoÊaÊposi�veÊtone.ÊÊWhyÊisÊthatÊsignificant?ÊBecauseÊitÊbecomesÊÊÊ
ac�veÊ— proac�ve! 
 
IfÊIÊsaidÊdon’t do harm to anyone today,ÊitÊmightÊbeÊfairlyÊeasyÊforÊyouÊ
toÊkeepÊtoÊyourselfÊandÊjustÊdoÊnothing.Ê(A�erall,ÊweÊknowÊhowÊtoÊ
quaran�neÊtheseÊdays.)ÊBut,ÊifÊIÊsaidÊdo good to someone today,ÊyouÊ
wouldÊhaveÊtoÊproac�velyÊliveÊinÊsuchÊaÊwayÊasÊtoÊblessÊsomeoneÊelse.Ê 
 
IÊthinkÊthisÊisÊtheÊheartÊofÊthatÊcommandÊ— ealk in thh Way of Jesus 
andÊleaveÊaÊblessingÊbehindÊyou! 
 
(vv..::11)ÊDoÊyouÊhaveÊaÊrela�onshipÊthat’sÊstrainedÊorÊbroken?ÊHowÊcanÊ
youÊapplyÊthisÊsimpleÊdirec�veÊthisÊweekÊtoÊbeginÊaÊÊrepair?ÊÊ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(vv..::33--::44)ÊListÊallÊofÊtheÊoppositesÊorÊcontras�ngÊwordsÊthatÊyouÊseeÊinÊ
thhsh teo vhrshs7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4:  
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These sentences focus on entering.ÊIfÊyouÊdiagramedÊtheÊfirstÊsen-
tence of vv..1133  it would simply say YYOOUU  EENNTTEERR..  The message is that 
everyone, as they travel through life, will make decisions about 
which path they choose to enter through.  
 

· InÊwhatÊsenseÊisÊtheÊgateÊofÊChris�anityÊnarrowÊandÊtheÊroadÊ
hard? 

 
 
 
 
· In what ways is the world’s gate wide and the path easy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read JJoosshhuuaa  2244::1144--1155..  This is part of a speech Joshua made to Israel 
about the choice set before them as they entered the land God 
promisedÊtoÊthem.ÊInÊwhatÊwaysÊwereÊtheirÊchoicesÊatÊthatÊ�meÊsimi-
lar to your choices today? 
 
 
 
 

““SSeeee,,  II  hhaavvee  sseett  bbeeffoorree  yyoouu  ttooddaayy  lliiffee  aanndd  ggoooodd,,  ddeeaatthh  aanndd  eevviill..    
IIff  yyoouu  oobbeeyy  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  yyoouurr  ggoodd  tthhaatt  II    

ccoommmmaanndd  yyoouu  ttooddaayy,,  bbyy  lloovviinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd  yyoouurr  ggoodd,,    
bbyy  wwaallkkiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  wwaayyss,,  aanndd  bbyy  kkeeeeppiinngg  hhiiss  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt    

aanndd  hhiiss  ssttaattuutteess  aanndd  hhiiss  rruulleess,,  tthheenn  yyoouu  sshhaallll  lliivvee  aanndd  mmuull��ppllyy,,    
aanndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  yyoouurr  GGoodd  wwiillll  bblleessss  yyoouu  iinn  tthhee  llaanndd  tthhaatt    

yyoouu  aarree  eenntteerriinngg  ttoo  ttaakkee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  ooff  iitt..””  
DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  3300::1155--1166  
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Notes from Teaching on Week 7 —  
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Questions for Thought & Discussion 
 
 

1. Share an every-dayÊexampleÊofÊoneÊprofitableÊjudgement,ÊandÊ
oneÊhypocri�calÊjudgment: 

2. InÊwhatÊwaysÊcouldÊthrowing our pearls before swine actuallyÊ
damageÊourÊownÊfaith? 

3. VV..77  saysÊ“AAsskk  aanndd  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  yyoouu.” IsÊthatÊaÊuniversalÊprom-
ise?ÊWhyÊorÊwhyÊnot?ÊExplainÊusingÊatÊleastÊoneÊotherÊScripture.Ê 

4. HaveÊyouÊhadÊanÊanswerÊtoÊprayerÊa�erÊaÊlongÊseasonÊofÊasking,Ê
seeking,Êknocking?ÊExplain: 

5. ThinkÊofÊaÊ�meÊyouÊhaveÊbeenÊtheÊrreecciippiieenntt  ofÊtheÊrule of love and 
shareÊwithÊyourÊdiscussionÊgroupÊhowÊitÊimpactedÊyou. 

6. We’veÊallÊheardÊvaria�onsÊofÊtheÊstatementÊ‘there are many ways 
to God’.ÊÊWhyÊdoÊyouÊthinkÊpeopleÊbristleÊatÊtheÊideaÊofÊthereÊÊÊ
beingÊonlyÊoneÊgateÊtoÊlifeÊthatÊisÊrela�velyÊnarrowÊandÊhardÊandÊ
fewÊfindÊit? 

 


